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Educate on warning signs of elder & child abuse
Eligibility to Receive Expand programs for elder abuse to raise awareness of
Older Adults Public Assistance (H.S. R10) prevention and support.

Kinship Care Support Increased

(ref. H.S. R3) Enhance Adult Protective Services removing voluntary

participation and fully protecting vulnerable adults when
Issues like elder abuse arise.

Challenges

e DHS revamped its policies
o Removed the 85% attendance
rule for individuals recovering

Kinship Caregiver Support Program
serves Post-adoption, Guardianship,
and Kinship families. They received a
5 year grant from OCFS that currently
runs into 2029.

What slowed us down - some examples

Support the Human Services Workforce
Advocate for fair pay and benefits for home health aides.
Highlight the need for ongoing training and professional
development.
Raise awareness of staffing shortages and transportation
challenges.
Promote policies that support career pathways and
retention of human services staff.
Encourage culturally competent workforce development
to better serve diverse older adult communities.

from substance use.

o Auto-reschedule of the first
missed appointment.

o Robo-call reminders for
upcoming appointments.

o Transportation support for
appointments.

Funding & Policy Barriers
e Monroe is the only county that passes NYSOFA funds

to subcontractors instead of providing a 25% match in
the OFA budget.
United Way ended funding to nonprofits that
previously covered the 25% match.
Underfunding continues to limit services despite
growing need.

Support and Invest in Livable
Communities for Older Adults
(ref. O.A. R1)

Kinship Care Conference held to
connect 49 participants to share
resources and support.

o Rochester was named best
U.S. city for aging in place by
This Old House in 2024.

Office for the Aging can no longer rely on community-
based organizations for State-required matching
funds.

From 2022-2024, Lifespan provided
343-465 units of information and
assistance each year to kinship
caregivers.

Lift Up Community Voices
e Center lived experiences of BIPOC, LGBTQ+, and rural
residents
e Gather stories regarding how federal cuts to Medicaid,
SNAP, and other programs increase pressure on older
adults.
e CART Participation —In need of new participants and
e Overlap and gaps between state and county representation from different stakeholders (e.g. insurers,

egulations reate confusion about agency Te 5th Annual RASE Community Update October 6, 2025 transportation providers, etc.)
L Urban League of Rochester - Successor organization to the Commisison on RASE

o Rochester and Monroe County
are a part of the AARP National
Network of Age-Friendly Livable
Communities.

Authority Limitations
e RASE recommendations were directed at DHS, so the
CART’s role was limited to advocacy.
e Some recommendations can’t be addressed locally
because of federal and state policies. In these cases,
the CART can only act in an advocate role.




