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5TH ANNIVERSARY - ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2025 4PM – 7PM

ROCHESTER EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY CENTER



Empowering Communities.
Changing Lives.

5TH ANNIVERSARY 
ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE
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• Poster Session
• Networking
• Vendor Tables
• Refreshments



The Urban League of Rochester

Norma Holland
Mistress of Ceremonies
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The Urban League of Rochester

4:30: Opening remarks and framing

5:10: 1st Round – Community Panel discussion

5:35: 1st Round – Roundtable discussion

6:00 2nd Round – Community Panel discussion 

6:25: 2nd Round – Roundtable discussion

6:50: Closing and call to action

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:
PROGRAM

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hope you got around to the posters and spoke with the CART members. 
Tonight is meant to be engaging, interactive, and fun. But in order to make that happen, we need your participation.



The Urban League of Rochester
5

Mayor Malik Evans
City of Rochester
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County Executive Adam Bello
Monroe County
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Dr. Seanelle Hawkins
Urban League of Rochester
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Dr. Candice Lucas
Urban League of Rochester
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The Urban League of Rochester

Mayor Lovely Warren and County Executive Adam Bello
Announced June 2020  
Selected July 2020
Seated August 2020

Charge:
a. Inventory and assess current laws/policies that 

either promote or are intended to eliminate 
institutional and structural biases, racism and 
inequities in the City of Rochester and Monroe 
County

b. Provide recommendations to enhance current 
laws/policies to increase effectiveness, and/or 
“sunset” laws/policies that are ineffective or no 
longer applicable

c. Provide recommendations on any new laws/policies 
which address “gaps” identified per “a.” and “b.”  
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OVERVIEW
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5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

WORKING GROUP MEMBERS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Worked alongside a host of community members who made up the working groups. 
From the beginning this was meant to be a community-involved and community-led effort. And that continues on through today.
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Sector             # of Recs  
● Business Development   (18)
● Criminal Justice    (29)
● Education     (18)
● Healthcare    (47)
● Housing     (12)
● Human Services    (23)

– Older Adults    (11)
● Job Creation    (24)
● Mental Health and Addiction Services (16)
● Policing     (15)

16

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

RECOMMENDATIONS -  >200
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● Identify recommendations within the authority of the executive or legislative 
bodies for immediate implementation.

● Create a process for the implementation of recommendations within the 
private, not-for-profit and other government sectors. 

● Establish a successor body to the RASE Commission, with the authority to 
monitor the timeliness of the implementation of the recommendations 
contained in this report with the power to recommend and enforce 
corrective steps that will ensure the successful implementation of all 
recommendations. 

● Facilitate community engagement that leads to a strategic plan that informs 
and advocates for state and federal responses to these recommendations.        

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE
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● Work in collaboration with County and City leadership to actualize RASE 
recommendations.

● Serve as the point of contact and community convener of conversations about RASE 
updates. 

● Maintain the RASE matrix / dashboard tracking progress on each recommendaiton.
● Prepare an annual committee report and community update. 
● Organize CARTs —led by community leaders and stakeholders—focused on the 

following specific areas of implementation: policing, other aspects of the criminal 
justice system, education, healthcare, mental health, and addiction services, housing, 
job creation, business development, and human/social services. 

U R B A N  L E A G U E  O F  R O C H E S T E R

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

URBAN LEAGUE ROLE
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City: 
• Deputy Mayor
• Director of Special Projects
• Special Assistant to the Mayor 
• Equity Officer

RSCD: 
Chief of Staff

County: 
• Assistant County Executive
• Chief Diversity Officer
• Deputy Chief, DHS
 

Urban League: 
• SVP Equity and Advocacy 
• E&A Coordinator

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

EXECUTIVE TEAM
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COMMUNITY ADVANCING RECOMMENDATIONS TEAMS
• Include individuals, CBOs, for-profits, individuals, youth groups, faith-based groups, parent 

groups, and powerbrokers, to participate in advancing recommendations.

• There will be one Urban League Staff to follow up on Advancing Recommendations Teams 
facilitated by groups other than the Urban League.

Business Development & Job Creation

Education

Criminal Justice & Policing

• Mark Funk and Wanda Wilson, Facilitators

Healthcare

• Jackie Dozier & Thomas Green, Facilitators

Housing

• Laurie Mahoney & Ronald Washington, Facilitators

Human/Social Services/ Older Adults

• Dr. Sandra Katz & Phyllis Jackson, Facilitators

Mental Health & Addiction Services

• Regina Bradley, Facilitator

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

CARTS AND FACILITATORS
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● Alex Castro
● Alia Henton-Williams
● Ana Liss
● Andrew J. Seager
● Angelica Davis-Bernard
● Ann Cunningham
● Anne Beyer
● Annette Ramos
● Assist. Chief Cynthia Smith
● Audrey Clements

● Barb Glassman 
● Barbara Turner
● Beth Bloom
● Beverly Fair-Brooks
● Bob Castle
● Brian Lewis
● C.S. Anderson
● Calvin Gantt
● Candice Lucas
● Carla Leaks
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CARTS MEMBERS
● Carlos Santana
● Carrie Chizuk
● CaTyra Polland
● Chanh Quach
● Chiamaka Ikpeze
● Chris Raymond
● Christina Eisenberg
● Colleen Regelsberger
● Constance Jefferson
● Cynthia Butterworth
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● D.J. Robinson
● Dan Drmacich
● Dan Ercolano
● David Scott
● Davis Craig
● Deborah Whitt
● Dee Schwartz
● Denise Mack
● Denise Read
● Donette Scott

● Donna Jones
● Donna Mostiller
● dt ogilvie
● Duncan Harris
● Ebony Burgess
● Elizabeth Devaney
● Elizabeth Maxwell
● Elizabeth McDade
● Elizabeth McGriff
● Erika Rosenberg
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CARTS MEMBERS
● Erin Thompson
● Estella Velez-Upegui
● Evelyn Parker
● Florence Dukes
● Fran McCarthy
● Fred Tanksley
● Galin Brooks
● Ginny Maier
● Graham Hughes*
● Greg Ewing
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● Jill Paperno
● Jody Rowe
● Joe Fargnoli
● Jon Siegel
● Jonathan Siegel
● Joseph Searles
● Josie McClary
● Joyce Lucas
● Juan Villanueva
● Julio Jordan

● Karla Gadley
● Kathryn Rygg
● Kathy Parrinello
● Katie Blum
● Kelly Luther
● Kim Hunt-Uzelac
● Kim Londono
● Kim Smith
● Kitty Koul
● Laddie Foster
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CARTS MEMBERS

● Gwen Van Laeken
● Hank Rubin
● Helen Dumas
● Jacqueline Lindsey
● Jalil Muntaqim
● Jamia Williams
● Jason DeLooze
● Jeannette Blake
● Jennifer Sahrle
● Jertia Goins
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● Latesha Fussell
● Laura Sugarwala
● Leanne Rorick
● Linda Clark
● Linda James
● Linda Ketchum-Pompili
● Lisa Barr
● Lisa Johnson
● Liz McGriff
● Lonnie Hayes

● Lori VanAuken
● Lt. Bing Reaves Jr
● Luva Alvarez
● Manny Rivera
● Maria Sharp
● Mario Mongeon
● Mark Funk
● Mary Del Wypych
● Matthew Burrell
● Matthew Denker

● Mazi Bakari
● Melissa Bissonette
● Mike Boucher
● Mildred Scott
● Monica Graham
● Muhammad Loyd
● Nicholas Coulter
● Pakita Tamarin
● Pat Willis
● Patricia Partridge
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● Paula Cupertino
● Peter Peters
● Rachel Sherman
● Raegena Lawrence
● Rahimah Wynn
● Ralph Carter
● Raquel Singletary
● Rebekah Meyer
● Regina Bradley
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CARTS MEMBERS

● Robert Castle
● Robert Davis
● Robert Mayo
● Roberta Buckle
● Roberta Davis
● Ronieka Burns
● Ronnie Pollock
● Ruhi Maker
● Ruth B. Schneider
● Ryan Acuff

● Sabrina Howland
● Sanford Mayer
● Sanford Mayer
● Sarah Fletcher
● Sarah Grieve
● Shane Wiegand
● Shannon Regelsberger
● Shaunee 

Rosenborough
● Silvia Sörensen
● Steven Carter
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● Tamara Wall
● Tammy Butler
● Tatiana L. Welch
● Taurean Uthman
● Tedd Pullano
● Terry Platt
● Tiffany Porter
● Timna Frank-Spock
● Tina Carney
● Tracey Farmer

● Tracy Archie
● Tracy Collins
● Tree Clemmonds
● Tricia Gonzalez
● Trisha Wise
● Van Smith
● Wanda Wilson
● William Whitley
● Willie Robinson
● Yamuna Sangarasivam
● Yasmin Mattox 

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

CARTS MEMBERS
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-Greenlining
-Racism is a Public Health Crisis
-Solutions not suspensions
-Pre-textual Stops
-Healthcare workforce
-At-home healthcare services
-Doula Program
-Mental Health Peer Training Program
-Anti-racist curriculum
-Teacher diversity
-Level up challenge
-School-based mental health clinics
-Medical Outreach Vehicle

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

COMMUNITY-BASED WORK
● Action for a Better Community
● Black Agenda Group
● Children’s Agenda
● Empire Justice Center
● FLPPS
● HCR Homecare
● Healthy Baby Network
● House of Mercy
● Our Local History
● Parent Leadership Training Inst.
● RMAPI
● ROC-the-Future Alliance
● St. Joseph’s Neighborhood Center
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1. Permanently fund the Monroe County Diversity Officer for Language Access to promote best practices and address any legal compliance issues. 
2. Develop Community Behavioral Health Advocates (CBHA), a program employing local residents who are trained and certified to assist people 

with advocacy.
3. Initiate the process of shifting and embedding currently funded mental health services into trusted community-accessible sites. 
4. Develop, maintain, and update regularly a community-wide inventory of mental health and substance treatment resources, with online and 

tablet-based tools that can be used readily by individuals, families, navigators, and clergy for defining needs and facilitating access to care
5. Monroe County should permanently eliminate the 85% attendance threshold for individuals recovering from substance abuse. 
6. Raise the $10,000 limit on no-bid municipal contracts to a higher level, to allow MWBE vendors access to greater potential revenue.
7. Host an annual joint City/County MWBE Business Development Fair (Create and financially support an information exchange that leads to new 

business opportunities for BIPOC-owned businesses.
8. Promote local and regional MWBE businesses
9. We recommend the final interview for police candidates include representatives from the community as interviewers, including interviewers from 

diverse racial and ethnic backgrounds for all local law enforcement officers.
10. Our working group recommends significantly increasing this requirement to include cultural competency training, implicit and explicit bias 

training, Procedural Justice training and historical aspects of policing training.
11. Fund training and recruitment of Black, Indigenous, and People of Color as doulas and make doulas available as a public health service
12.  Relax any regulations that create particularly high rates of sanction.
13. Develop processes for staff grievances and/or complaints with regard to cultural competence in County and City departments
14. Address the digital divide for Older Adults
15. Support and Invest in Livable Communities for Older Adults Initiative

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:
>50% OF RECOMMENDATIONS COMPLETED OR IN PROGRESS
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Norma Holland
Mistress of Ceremonies
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U R B A N  L E A G U E  O F  R O C H E S T E R

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

COMMUNITY PANEL

Therese Bertrand - Older Adult Navigator Program

Shannon Pero - New CAP Court

Sabrina Russell - MWBE Mentorship Program

Muhammed Abdus Samad - Guaranteed Basic Income
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U R B A N  L E A G U E  O F  R O C H E S T E R

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

Q1. Looking ahead 3–5 years, and considering recent federal changes, 

what would you list as the top priorities for achieving equity in this area? 

This can either be from the list of future topics or their own ideas.

 Q2. What will it take to accomplish this priority(ies)? 

Q3. What specific actions are you willing to take to help implement this 
priority? 

Q4. Who else should be part of this effort, and how will you help to get 
them involved? 
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U R B A N  L E A G U E  O F  R O C H E S T E R

5TH ANNIVERSARY ANNUAL COMMUNITY UPDATE:

COMMUNITY PANEL

Shawna Lowry - Housing Navigation Program

Cleopatra Manuel - Healthcare 

Melissa Rich - Anti-racist curriculum

Jackie Wallace - Peer Advocates
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ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSIONS

Q1. Looking ahead 3–5 years, and considering recent federal changes, 

what would you list as the top priorities for achieving equity in this area? 

This can either be from the list of future topics or their own ideas.

 Q2. What will it take to accomplish this priority(ies)? 

Q3. What specific actions are you willing to take to help implement this 
priority? 

Q4. Who else should be part of this effort, and how will you help to get 
them involved? 
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Changing Lives.
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• Next steps
• Sign up for a CART
• Final Remarks
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THANK YOU!
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